Rt Hon Jacqui Smith MP, 
Secretary of State for the Home Department,
3rd Floor, Peel Buildings,
2 Marsham Street,
London,
SW1P 4DF

Dear Home Secretary,

Re: Yahya Al Faifi Home Office reference A1236316

I have made myself familiar with this case.

Yahya Al Faifi was refused asylum on 14th November 2008 on the grounds that he has not established a well-founded fear of persecution should you force him to return to Saudi Arabia,

Yahya Al-Faifi took a courageous stand for trade union rights and attempted to form a trade union in his workplace in Saudi Arabia where trade unions are illegal and where opponents of the ruling royal family are routinely repressed through arrest, torture, execution, abduction and murder.

After his case gained a high profile in the country he received a phone call in July 2004 threatening to cut out his tongue unless he left the country. This follows the pattern that face most opponents of the regime in Saudi Arabia – first threats followed by beatings, arrest, torture and even murder. He then fled to Britain taking most of his family with him.

In Britain he has engaged fully with his local community and won widespread support for his cause and the cause of trade unionism in Saudi Arabia in the British trade union movement. He has become an important part of the trade union movement in South Wales and beyond. He has joined the Communication Workers Union, been made an honorary member of the National Union of Mineworkers and has won the support of the Wales TUC. He has been asked to address dozens of meetings of the labour movement.

On his arrival in Britain he was promised a decision on his case within two weeks but heard nothing for four years until November 2008. His family has been forced to move several times but has still established close ties with friends and the local community at school, college and university in Cardiff.

Those of his family that remain in Saudi Arabia have been denied the right to travel and themselves have received threats.

If Yahya and his family are forced to return to Saudi Arabia all the indications are that he will face serious and potentially life-threatening attacks from a government with one of the worst human rights records in the world.

I urge you to reconsider your decision to refuse Yahya Al-Faifi and his family asylum and allow them the chance to remain in this country without fear of persecution and attacks.


Yours Sincerely,
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